Political Science, PhD

LAPOLSCPHD

Gain a strong foundation in research methods and substantive content for advanced
postgraduate study of political science. The very low student-to-faculty ratio
provides exceptional opportunities for research collaboration and guidance
throughout the program.

Program description

Degree awarded: PHD Political Science

The PhD program in political science isintended to develop scholars who demonstrate a high level of
excellence in teaching and research as professional political scientists. It offers avariety of areas of
specialization within and between the four main subfields of political science: American politics,
comparative politics, international relations and political theory. Students interested in a political theory
specialization should consult with the academic unit prior to application.

Program faculty have particular strengthsin Latino and Latina politics, women and politics,
ethnoreligious dynamics, political violence, human rights, political psychology and political economy.

The school is host to the Center for Latina/os and American Politics Research, the Future Security
Initiative and an experimental |ab. Faculty are also affiliated with other centers at ASU, such asthe
Leadership, Diplomacy and National Security Lab; the Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict; the
Melikian Center for Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies; as well as the Center for the Study of
Economic Liberty. Many faculty members are active in collaborative interdisciplinary research at ASU
and with scholars at other universities, and they have won major grants and awards, as have the school's
doctoral students.

At a glance

® College/School: The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
® | ocation: Tempe
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Degreerequirements

84 credit hours, a written comprehensive exam, a prospectus and a dissertation

Required Core (3 credit hours)
POS 503 Empirical Political Inquiry (3)

Electives and Resear ch (69 credit hours)

Culminating Experience (12 credit hours)
POS 799 Dissertation (12)

Additional Curriculum Information
A maximum of 12 credit hours of approved coursework outside the department but within ASU may
count toward the required 84 credit hours.

Coursework beyond the 12-credit-hour maximum may be taken outside the department with permission of
both the director of Graduate Studies and the faculty advisor.

When approved by the student's supervisory committee and the Graduate College, this program allows 30
credit hours from a previously awarded master's degree to be used for this degree. If students do not have
apreviously awarded master's degree, the 30 hours of coursework is made up of electives and research to
reach the required 84 credit hours.

Also required isaformal oral defense of the dissertation and a written comprehensive examination in the
major field.

Admission requirements

Applicants must fulfill the requirements of both the Graduate College and The College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences.

Applicants are eligible to apply to the program if they have earned a bachelor's or master's degree in any
field from aregionally accredited institution.

Applicants must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 (scaleis4.00 ="A") in the last 60 hours of
their first bachelor's degree program, or a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 (scaleis4.00="A") inan
applicable master's degree program.

All applicants must submit:

1. graduate admission application and application fee
2. officia transcripts
3. persona statement
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writing sample

GRE scores

three letters of recommendation

list of political science courses taken
proof of English proficiency
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Additional Application Information
An applicant whose native language is not English must provide proof of English proficiency regardless
of their current residency.

ASU does not accept the GREA® General Test at home edition.

To assist in evaluating all candidates, the applicant should list titles and related information for all
previous undergraduate and graduate courses or coursework in political science or related fields. The file
must be saved in a.pdf, .doc, .rtf or .txt format and uploaded with the online graduate admission
application. The information should be in atable with the following column headings: Course Title,
Undergrad Credit Hours, Graduate Credit Hours, Grade, Institution, Y ear.

Undergraduate coursework in political science is not a prerequisite for admission. However, applicants to
the doctoral program should have a basic understanding of elementary statistics and the undergraduate
content of the political science fields of specialization that they wish to study. Students without this
background should allow sufficient time to acquireit.

The personal statement (one to three pages) should describe the areas of political science the applicant
wishes to study, post-graduation goals, and why the School of Politics and Global Studiesis the best fit
for the applicant. Applicants may also mention any particular faculty members with whom they are
interested in working and why, as well as provide context for any discrepanciesin their educational
background.

The writing sampleistypically apreviously written research or other similar paper that best demonstrates
the applicants critical thinking and writing skillsin political science or arelated field. Thereisnot a
length requirement for the writing sample, but it should be of sufficient level to alow the admissions
committee to evaluate the applicant's knowledge and skills.

Tuition infor mation

When it comes to paying for higher education, everyone's situation is different. Students can learn about
ASU tuition and financial aid optionsto find out which will work best for them.

Application deadlines

Fall
expand

Career opportunities
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Program graduates have a strong track record of obtaining positions in academic, public and private
sectors. The program works closely with students so they have the opportunity and tools needed to
achieve their career goals. The doctoral program provides advanced education for students preparing for
teaching, research or applied careersin political science in government, nonprofits and the private sector.

Career examplesinclude:

® campaign consultant

® campaign strategist

® data analyst

® |obbyist

® research specialist

® tenure-track or instructional faculty in political science

Contact information

School of Palitics and Global Studies | COOR 6801
spgs@asu.edu | 480-965-8563
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