Special Education (Autism Spectrum
Disorders), MA

TESPEASDMA

L earn how to support and advocate for individuals with autism spectrum disorders,
and develop the ability to conduct helpful interventions and promote specialized
learning strategies. A curriculum that blends theory with practice provides you with
the ability to conduct helpful interventions and promote specialized learning
strategies.

Program description

Degree awarded: MA Special Education (Autism Spectrum Disorder)
The MA program in special education with a concentration in autism spectrum disorders prepares
graduates to provide important services for children and adults with autism spectrum disorders.

Coursawork in this program teaches about evidence-based interventions to support individuals with
autism spectrum disorders, as well as collaboration and consultation skills that empower educators to
most effectively work with families and other professionals. In addition, students learn how to dispel
common misconceptions about autism spectrum disorders and how to determine the credibility of sources.

The practicum component of this curriculum enables students to apply the topics covered in theoretical
courses to practical scenarios. Candidates build experience supporting individuals with autism spectrum
disorders by delivering 45 direct contact hours of approved activities under the direction of a supervisor
and instructor.

The master's program requirements align with the autism specialist standards of the Council for
Exceptional Children.

At a glance
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® College/School: Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College
® Location: Online

Degreerequirements

30 credit hoursincluding the required applied project course (SPE 593), or
30 credit hoursincluding the required capstone course (SPE 597)

Required Core (3 credit hours)
SPE 525 Measurement, Data Display, Interpretation and Experimental Design (3)

Concentration (12 credit hours)

SPE 521 Foundations of Autism Spectrum Disorders (3)
SPE 540 Family-Centered Practices (3)

SPE 541 Consultation Frameworks and Issues (3)

SPE 566 Applied Behavior Analysisin Inclusive Settings (3)

Electives or Research (9 credit hours)

Other Requirement (3 credit hours)
SPE 680 Practicum (3)

Culminating Experience (3 credit hours)
SPE 593 Applied Project (3) or
SPE 597 Capstone (3)

Additional Curriculum Information

Each student completes a practicum customized to individual interests and abilities. For the culminating
experience, students may elect to complete a capstone experience or applied project, based on personal
and professional interest and need.

Admission requirements

Applicants must fulfill the requirements of both the Graduate College and the Mary Lou Fulton Teachers
College.

Applicants are eligible to apply to the program if they have earned a bachelor's or master's degreein
education, psychology or arelated field from aregionally accredited institution.

Applicants must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 (scaleis4.00 ="A") in the last 60 hours of
their first bachelor's degree program, or a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 (scaleis4.00="A") inan
applicable master's degree program.

Applicants are required to submit:
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graduate admission application and application fee
official transcripts*

written statement

professional resume

three letters of recommendation

proof of English proficiency

o0k wbdPRE

* A transcript must show the bachelor's degree already conferred; in-progress bachelor's degrees are not
accepted.

Additional Application Information
An applicant whose native language is not English must provide proof of English proficiency regardless
of their current residency.

Tuition infor mation

When it comes to paying for higher education, everyone's situation is different. Students can learn about
ASU tuition and financial aid options to find out which will work best for them.

Attend online

ASU Online

ASU offers this program in an online format with multiple enrollment sessions throughout the year.
Applicants may view the program's ASU Online page for program descriptions and to request more
information.

Career opportunities

Thereisincreasing demand for the specialized skills and knowledge needed to properly support children
and adults, including family members, impacted by autism. Program graduates are well prepared to
provide important services within avariety of roles, including as paraprofessionals, psychologists, speech
pathol ogists, therapists and family members.

Career examplesinclude:

® community support professional
® educator
® interventionist

Contact information

Educational L eadership & Innovation, Division | FAB S200
graduateeducati on@asu.edu | 480-965-5555
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